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The Harmonized System (HS)

• Multipurpose nomenclature for 
goods

• Unique way of identifying and 
coding goods

Nomenclature

• 212 countries, territories, customs 
or economic unions

• More than 98% of the world trade
Global Coverage

21 Sections of 

Commodity 

Sectors

96 Chapters

1 228

Headings

(4-digit code)

5 612

Subheadings

(6-digit code)

Revised every 

5 or 6 years

The Harmonized System (HS)
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For 

countries
Statistic 

control
Revenue

Common base 

for trade 

negotiations

For private 

companies
Control and 

Monitoring
Compliance

Market access 

benefits

The Importance of the HS

The HS Structure

• Sections

• Live Animals and Animals Products

• Chapters

• Fish and crustaceans, molluscs and other 
aquatic inverterbrates

Higher Level

• Live

• Fresh or chilled

• Frozen

• Prepared or preserved

• And many more …

Headings and 
Subheadings
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3

Fish and 
crustacea

ns, 

molluscs
and other 

aquatic 

invertebr

ates

5

Products 
of animal 
origin, not 
elsewhere 

specified 
or 

included

12

Oil seeds and 

oleaginous 
fruits; 

miscellaneous 
grains, seed 

and fruit; 
industrial or 

medicinal 
plants; straw 
and fodder

13

Lac; gums, 

resins and 

other 

vegetable 

saps and 

extracts

15

Animal or 

vegetable fats 
and oils and 

their cleavage 
products; 

prepared 
edible fats; 
animal or 
vegetable 

waxes

16

Preparatio

ns of meat, 

of fish, of 

crustacean

s, molluscs

or other 

aquatic 

invertebrat

es

23

Residues 
and waste 
from the 

food 
industries; 
prepared 

animal 

fodder

The HS Chapters for Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Products

HS Chapter 03
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Changes in the HS

Real World 

Reflection

Trade 

importance 

changes

New products

Simplification Adaptation

Real World 

Reflection

Trade 

importance 

changes

New 

products

S
im

p
li

fi
ca

ti
o

n

Social 

concerns

Changes in the HS
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Changes of 
the HS

Food Use

Non-Food Use

Sustainability Environment

Human health and 

food safety
Food security

Fraud Cultural heritage

HS 2007 0301.94
Bluefin tunas 

(Thunnus thynnus)

HS 2012 0301.94

Atlantic and Pacific 

bluefin tunas 

(Thunnus thynnus, 

Thunnus orientalis)

Example of an HS amendment
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HS 2007 0302.3

Tunas (of the genus 

Thunnus), skipjack or 

stripe-bellied bonito 

(Euthynnus

(Katsuwonus) pelamis)

HS 2012 0302.3

Tunas (of the genus 

Thunnus), skipjack 

tuna (stripe-bellied 

bonito) (Katsuwonus 

pelamis), 

Example of an HS amendment - Editorial
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